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into Hell. It is those who are the
losers.

Say to those who have
disbelieved [that] if they cease,
what has previously occurred will
be forgiven for them. But if they
return [to hostility] — then the
precedent of the former [rebellious]
peoples has already taken place.

And fight against them until there
is no fitnah**® and [until] the
religion [i.e., worship], all of it, is
for Allah.*” And if they cease —
then indeed, Allah is Seeing of
what they do.

But if they turn away — then
know that Allah is your protector.
Excellent is the protector, and
excellent is the helper.

And know that anything you
obtain of war booty — then indeed,
for Allah is one fifth of it and for
the Messenger**® and for [his]
near relatives** and the orphans,
the needy, and the [stranded]
traveler,* if you have believed
in Allah and in that which We
sent down to Our Servant®! on
the day of criterion [i.e., decisive
encounter] — the day when the two
armies met [at Badr]. And Allah,
over all things, is competent.
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445This is a warning that punishment is always the result of rebellion against Allah and His

messengers.
Persecution. See footnote to 2:191.

i.e., until polytheism is no longer dominant.

To be spent in Allah's cause.

:49The tribes of Bant Hashim and Bant Muttalib, who were not eligible for zakah.
5 The remaining four fifths are divided among the soldiers.

451 Prophet Muhammad ().
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they were on the farther side, and
the caravan was lower [in position]
than you. If you had made an
appointment [to meet], you would
have missed the appointment.
But [it was] so that Allah might
accomplish a matter already
destined — that those who perished
[through disbelief] would perish
upon evidence and those who
lived [in faith] would live upon
evidence; and indeed, Allah is
Hearing and Knowing.

[Remember, O Muhammad],
when Allah showed them to you
in your dream as few; and if He
had shown them to you as many,
you [believers] would have lost
courage and would have disputed
in the matter [of whether to fight],
but Allah saved [you from that].
Indeed, He is Knowing of that
within the breasts.

And [remember] when He showed
them to you, when you met, as
few in your eyes, and He made
you [appear] as few in their eyes
so that Allah might accomplish a
matter already destined. And to
Allah are [all] matters returned.

O you who have believed, when
you encounter a company [from
the enemy forces], stand firm and
remember Allah much that you
may be successful.

And obey Allah and His
Messenger, and do not dispute and
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[thus] lose courage and [then]
your strength would depart; and
be patient. Indeed, Allah is with
the patient.

And do not be like those who
came forth from their homes
insolently and to be seen by
people and avert [them] from the
way of Allah. And Allah is
encompassing*? of what they do.

And [remember] when Satan
made their deeds pleasing to them
and said, "No one can overcome
you today from among the people,
and indeed, I am your protector."
But when the two armies sighted
each other, he turned on his heels
and said, "Indeed, I am disassociated
from you. Indeed, I see what you
do not see; indeed, I fear Allah.
And Allah is severe in penalty."

[Remember] when the hypocrites
and those in whose hearts was
disease [i.e., arrogance and disbelief]
said, "Their religion has deluded
those [Muslims]." But whoever
relies upon Allah — then indeed,
Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.

And if you could but see when
the angels take the souls of those
who disbelieved...*> They are
striking their faces and their
backs and [saying], "Taste the
punishment of the Burning Fire.
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452In knowledge. See footnote to 2:19.

This sentence is left incomplete for additional effect.

Its conclusion is left to the

imagination of the reader or listener and estimated as "...you would see a dreadful sight."
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Allah is never unjust to [His]
servants."

[Theirs is] like the custom of the
people of Pharaoh and of those
before them. They disbelieved in
the signs of Allah, so Allah seized
them for their sins. Indeed, Allah
is Powerful and severe in penalty.

That is because Allah would not
change a favor which He had
bestowed upon a people until they
change what is within themselves.
And indeed, Allah is Hearing and
Knowing.

[Theirs is] like the custom of the
people of Pharaoh and of those
before them. They denied the
signs of their Lord, so We
destroyed them for their sins, and
We drowned the people of
Pharaoh. And all [of them] were
wrongdoers.

Indeed, the worst of living
creatures in the sight of Allah are
those who have disbelieved, and
they will not [ever] believe —

The ones with whom you made a
treaty but then they break their
pledge every time, and they do
not fear Allah.

So if you, [O Muhammad], gain
dominance over them in war,
disperse by [means of] them those
behind them that perhaps they will
be reminded.**

454

i.e., kill them and make an example of them to discourage those who follow them.
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And if you [have reason to] fear
from a people betrayal, throw [their
treaty] back to them, [putting you]
on equal terms.** Indeed, Allah
does not like traitors.

And let not those who disbelieve
think they will escape. Indeed,
they will not cause failure [to
Allah].

And prepare against them
whatever you are able of power
and of steeds of war*® by which
you may terrify the enemy of Allah
and your enemy and others besides
them whom you do not know
[but] whom Allah knows. And
whatever you spend in the cause
of Allah will be fully repaid to
you, and you will not be wronged.

And if they incline to peace, then
incline to it [also] and rely upon
Allah. Indeed, it is He who is the
Hearing, the Knowing.

But if they intend to deceive you —
then sufficient for you is Allah.
It is He who supported you with
His help and with the believers

And brought together their hearts.
If you had spent all that is in the
earth, you could not have brought
their hearts together; but Allah
brought them together. Indeed,
He is Exalted in Might and Wise.
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455When you see signs of treachery from those with whom you have made a treaty,
4 announce to them its dissolution so they will know exactly where they stand.
56Or equipment which serves the same purpose.
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Allah and for whoever follows
you of the believers.

O Prophet, urge the believers to
battle. If there are among you
twenty [who are] steadfast, they
will overcome two hundred. And
if there are among you one hundred
[who are steadfast], they will over-
come a thousand of those who
have disbelieved because they are
a people who do not understand.

Now, Allah has lightened [the
hardship] for you, and He knows
that among you is weakness. So
if there are from you one hundred
[who are] steadfast, they will
overcome two hundred. And if
there are among you a thousand,
they will overcome two thousand
by permission of Allah. And
Allah is with the steadfast.

It is not for a prophet to have
captives [of war] until he inflicts
a heavy loss [upon Allah's enemies]
in the land. You [i.e., some
Muslims] desire the commodities
of this world,*’ but Allah desires
[for you] the Hereafter. And Allah
is Exalted in Might and Wise.

If not for a decree from Allah that
preceded,*® you would have
been touched for what you took
by a great punishment.
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i.e., material benefit, such as the ransom paid for prisoners.

45 Three interpretations of the "decree” are given: that by which the companions of Badr
were forgiven, that by which indeliberate errors in judgement by believers are not
punished, and that which made lawful the spoils of war.
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So consume what you have taken
of war booty [as being] lawful
and good, and fear Allah.
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

O Prophet, say to whoever is in
your hands of the captives, "If
Allah knows [any] good in your
hearts, He will give you [some-
thing] better than what was taken
from you, and He will forgive
you; and Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful."

But if they intend to betray you —
then they have already betrayed
Allah before, and He empowered
[you] over them. And Allah is
Knowing and Wise.

Indeed, those who have believed
and emigrated and fought with
their wealth and lives in the cause
of Allah and those who gave
shelter and aided — they are allies
of one another. But those who
believed and did not emigrate —
for you there is no support of them
until they emigrate. And if they
seek help of you for the religion,
then you must help, except against
a people between yourselves and
whom is a treaty. And Allah is
Seeing of what you do.

And those who disbelieved are
allies of one another. If you do
not do so [i.e., ally yourselves
with other believers], there will be
fitnah [i.e., disbelief and oppression]
on earth and great corruption.
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But those who have believed and
emigrated and fought in the cause
of Allah and those who gave
shelter and aided — it is they who
are the believers, truly. For them
is forgiveness and noble provision.

And those who believed after [the
initial emigration] and emigrated
and fought with you — they are
of you. But those of [blood]
relationship are more entitled [to
inheritance] in the decree of
Allah.*° Indeed, Allah is
Knowing of all things.
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459This applies to Muslim relatives only. Others may be given by bequest. See 4:11.
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. [This is a declaration of]
disassociation, from Allah and
His Messenger, to those with
whom you had made a treaty
among the polytheists.*!

. So travel freely, [O disbelievers],
throughout the land [during] four
months but know that you cannot
cause failure to Allah and that
Allah will disgrace the disbelievers.

. And [it is] an announcement from
Allah and His Messenger to the
people on the day of the greater
pilgrimage*? that Allah is 17

disassoci_ated from the disbeliever:s, ol ('_’_4;‘1 e ("‘*" uU A P
and [so is] His Messenger. So if A e
you repent, that is best for you; AT i 7o 01 Toalel B35
but if you turn away — then know gy’ e e .
that you will not cause failure to ;**4‘ sl 1g,a8" Al g
Allah.*3  And give tidings to

those who disbelieve of a painful

punishment.

. Excepted are those with whom
you made a treaty among the
polytheists and then they have
not been deficient toward you in
anything or supported anyone
against you; so complete for them
their treaty until their term [has
ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the
righteous [who fear Him].

460At-Tawhah: Repentance. This sirah is also known as Bard’ah, meaning disassociation,
freedom, release or immunity. The words Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Raheem were not
revealed at the beginning of this sirah.

461p.¢ who had violated it.

4 Hajj. ‘Umrah is the lesser pilgrimage.

463i.e.. you cannot escape His punishment.
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. And when the

inviolable
months*®* have passed, then kill
the polytheists wherever you find
them and capture them and besiege
them and sit in wait for them at
every place of ambush. But if they
should repent, establish prayer, and
give zakah, let them [go] on their
way. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful.

. And if any one of the polytheists
seeks your protection, then grant
him protection so that he may
hear the words of Allah [i.e., the
Qur'an]. Then deliver him to his
place of safety. That is because
they are a people who do not
know.

. How can there be for the poly-
theists a treaty in the sight of Allah
and with His Messenger, except
for those with whom you made a
treaty at al-Masjid al-Haram? So
as long as they are upright toward
you,*%> be upright toward them.
Indeed, Allah loves the righteous
[who fear Him].

. How [can there be a treaty] while,
if they gain dominance over you,
they do not observe concerning
you any pact of kinship or covenant
of protection? They satisfy you
with their mouths, but their hearts
refuse [compliance], and most of
them are defiantly disobedient.
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464The four months mentioned in verse 2, in which the disbelievers were allowed free

movement within the land.

465i.e.. maintain the terms of the treaty.

Other scholars have interpreted them as "the sacred
months," i.e., Muharram, Rajab, Dhul-Qa‘dah and Dhul-Hijjah.
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They have exchanged the signs of
Allah for a small price and
averted [people] from His way.
Indeed, it was evil that they were
doing.

They do not observe toward a
believer any pact of kinship or
covenant of protection. And it is
they who are the transgressors.

But if they repent, establish
prayer, and give zakah, then they
are your brothers in religion; and
We detail the verses for a people
who know.

And if they break their oaths after
their treaty and defame your
religion, then combat the leaders
of disbelief, for indeed, there are
no oaths [sacred] to them; [fight
them that] they might cease.

Would you not fight against a
people who broke their oaths and
determined to expel the Messenger,
and they had begun [the attack
upon] you the first time? Do you
fear them? But Allah has more
right that you should fear Him, if
you are [truly] believers.

Fight them; Allah will punish
them by your hands and will dis-
grace them and give you victory
over them and satisfy the breasts
[i.e., desires] of a believing people

And remove the fury in their [i.e.,
the believers'] hearts. And Allah
turns in forgiveness to whom He
wills; and Allah is Knowing and
Wise.
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Do you think that you will be left
[as you are] while Allah has not
yet made evident those among
you who strive [for His cause]
and do not take other than Allah,
His Messenger and the believers
as intimates? And Allah is [fully]
Aware of what you do.

It is not for the polytheists to
maintain the mosques of Allah
[while] witnessing against them-
selves with disbelief. [For] those,
their deeds have become worthless,
and in the Fire they will abide
eternally.

The mosques of Allah are only to
be maintained by those who
believe in Allah and the Last Day
and establish prayer and give
zakah and do not fear except
Allah, for it is expected that those
will be of the [rightly] guided.

Have you made the providing of
water for the pilgrim and the
maintenance of al-Masjid al-Haram
equal to [the deeds of] one who
believes in Allah and the Last
Day and strives in the cause of
Allah? They are not equal in the
sight of Allah. And Allah does
not guide the wrongdoing people.

The ones who have believed,
emigrated and striven in the cause
of Allah with their wealth and
their lives are greater in rank in
the sight of Allah. And it is those
who are the attainers [of success].

Their Lord gives them good
tidings of mercy from Him and
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approval and of gardens for them
wherein is enduring pleasure.

[They will be] abiding therein
forever. Indeed, Allah has with
Him a great reward.

O you who have believed, do not
take your fathers or your brothers
as allies if they have preferred
disbelief over belief. And
whoever does so among you —
then it is those who are the wrong-
doers.

Say, [O Muhammad], "If your
fathers, your sons, your brothers,
your wives, your relatives, wealth
which you have obtained, commerce
wherein you fear decline, and
dwellings with which you are
pleased are more beloved to you
than Allah and His Messenger and
jihad [i.e., striving] in His cause,
then wait until Allah executes His
command. And Allah does not
guide the defiantly disobedient
people."

Allah has already given you
victory in many regions and [even]
on the day of Hunayn, when your
great number pleased you, but it
did not avail you at all, and the
earth was confining for you with
[i.e., in spite of] its vastness; then
you turned back, fleeing.

Then Allah sent down His
tranquility upon His Messenger
and upon the believers and sent
down soldiers [i.e., angels] whom
you did not see and punished those
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who disbelieved. And that is the
recompense of the disbelievers.

Then Allah will accept repentance
after that for whom He wills; and
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

O you who have believed, indeed
the polytheists are unclean, so let
them not approach al-Masjid
al-Haram after this, their [final]
year. And if you fear privation,
Allah will enrich you from His
bounty if He wills. Indeed, Allah
is Knowing and Wise.

Fight against those who do not
believe in Allah or in the Last Day
and who do not consider unlawful
what Allah and His Messenger
have made unlawful and who do
not adopt the religion of truth
[i.e., Islam] from those who were
given the Scripture — [fight] until
they give the jizyah'® willingly
while they are humbled.

The Jews say, "Ezra is the son of
Allah"; and the Christians say,
"The Messiah is the son of Allah."
That is their statement from their
mouths; they imitate the saying
of those who disbelieved before
[them]. May Allah destroy them;
how are they deluded?

They have taken their scholars
and monks as lords besides
Allah,*7 and [also] the Messiah,
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466A tax required of non-Muslims exempting them from military service and entitling them
to the protection of the Islamic state. Concurrently, zak@h is not taken from them, being

an obligation only upon Muslims.

467By their obedience to them rather than to what Allah ordained.
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the son of Mary.*® And they
were not commanded except to
worship one God; there is no
deity except Him. Exalted is He
above whatever they associate
with Him.

They want to extinguish the light
of Allah with their mouths, but
Allah refuses except to perfect His
light, although the disbelievers
dislike it.

It is He who has sent His
Messenger with guidance and the
religion of truth to manifest it
over all religion, although they
who associate others with Allah
dislike it.

O you who have believed, indeed
many of the scholars and the
monks devour the wealth of
people unjustly*® and avert [them]
from the way of Allah. And those
who hoard gold and silver and
spend it not in the way of Allah —
give them tidings of a painful
punishment.

The Day when it*”° will be heated
in the fire of Hell and seared
therewith will be their foreheads,
their flanks, and their backs, [it
will be said], "This is what you
hoarded for yourselves, so taste
what you used to hoard."

Indeed, the number of months
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4685, their worship of him in conjunction with Allgh.

469i.e.. through false pretense.

47 The gold and silver which was hoarded, i.e., whose zakah was not paid.
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